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Community
Youth Bluegill Tournament, 4-7 
p.m. Saturday, May 5. one mile 
south of U.S. Route 50 on County 
Road 42 west of Coolville. Spon-
sored by Hocking River Coonhunt-
ers & Sportsman Association. Entry 
fee $4 for youth 15 years and under. 
ÒBring Ôem back alive Ð Dead Þsh 
donÕt weigh!Ó Info: 740-662-4302 
or 662-2206. 

Coolville Garden Club, 6 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 8. To be held at 
Juanita JohnsonÕs home (24925 
Mountian Bell Rd). New members 
welcome, present members are 
encouraged to attend. Contact Judy 
Young, 740-667-0520  

Weight Watchers Session Startup, 
6 p.m., Thursday, June 7, Coolville 
United Methodist Church. 10-week 
session. New members must join in 
the Þrst three weeks. Contact  
Debbie McDaniel 740-667-6863

Storytime, 2 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Eastern Public Library, 38900 State 
Route 7, 740-985-3747.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly), Coolville Chapter 2013, 5:30 
p.m. every Tuesday, Torch Baptist 
Church community hall, 4047 Ellis 
Road, Torch. Contact Pat Snedden 
740-662-2633.

Wanted: Big Trees
The Route 7 Report is looking 

for BIG trees in the Route 7 
Report territory for our big tree 
contest. The contest will run 
from May 15 to June 30 with the 
winners published in the July 
issue.

To enter the contest, measure 
around the trunk at 4.5 feet 
above the ground. If the tree 
has multiple trunks starting 
below the 4.5 foot measurement, 
measure only the largest trunk.

Trees must be living and 
assessible for veriÞcation and 
must be within our readership in 
Carthage, Troy, Orange and  
     Olive Townships and 
     Coolville village.

 Winners will be chosen 

from the following categories: 
trees located in a yard; trees 
located outside of a yard; and 
Ohio Buckeye trees growing 
anywhere. 

Pick up entry forms at the 
Coolville and Eastern public 
libraries or request one from 
Allan Elberfeld, P.O. Box 190, 
Tuppers Plains, OH 45783.

Winners will receive a 
certiÞcate, $25 prize and a space 
in the Route 7 Report for a 
message or greeting. 

Winning entries will be re-
measured for height, diameter, 
and crown spread. They will 
then be forwarded to the Ohio 
Big Tree Contest (www.ohiodnr.
com/forestry/bigtree). 

Route 7 Report Staff

Coolville will host itÕs 2nd 
annual Little WillieÕs Spring 
Fling on Saturday May 12 from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Proceeds from the event will 
be used to further beautify and 
revive CoolvilleÕs Main Street,

Last year, Randy Rogers, 
Linda Todd and Donna Clark 
attended a conference in Athens 
in order to receive a $3,000 grant 
for CoolvilleÕs revitalization. 

The Þrst Little WillieÕs Spring 
Fling was held to raise additional 
funds for the project.

As a result, residents and 

visitors are treated to the sight 
of a perrenial garden planted by 
the Coolville Garden Club at the 
entrance to town. 

They will also notice hanging 
baskets of ßowers in summer 
and ßags placed year-round on 
poles along the streets.

Miniature patios, complete 
with benches and ßower boxes,  
were installed along Main Street 
for everyone to enjoy. 

Organizers are looking 
for  a variety of vendors to 
set up along the street during 
the festival. Craft items, ßea 
market and yard sale items, car 
parts and accessories would be 

appreciated. 
Activities planned for the day 

include:
¥ A car show from 8 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. 
¥ One-A-Chord, a doo-wop 

and oldies band, from 12-2 p.m.
¥ Corn-hole tournament
For more information about 

setting up a space to sell 
your items or about any other 
activities planned for the festival, 
contact Tom or Linda Todd at 
740-667-3308 or 740-667-6188.

Hope to see you there.
Happy Spring!

Little Willie’s Spring Fling to be held May 12

The Community Calendar offers free 
listings for public, non-proÞt activi-
ties in the Coolville and Tuppers 
Plains communities. The editor may 
not be able to publish all calendar 
submissions.

Postal patr on
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Lottridge Community 
Center

2754 Lottridge Ridge Road

Smorgasbord, noon to 1:30 p.m., 
Þrst Sunday of each month, Cost is 
$7 per person.

Country Music, 7 p.m. second and 
fourth Fridays of each month, no 
charge but donations accepted.

Coolville Public Library
Main Street

Recollections (a gathering of 
seniors), 1 p.m. Tuesdays, May 
20. Call 740-667-3354 for more 
information.

Baby & Me (songs, stories, play 
for babies and caregivers) 10 a.m., 
Mondays May 7 & 14.

Route 7 Report
 meetings at Coolville Public Library

Planning for June issue, 6 p.m..
Monday May 7. 

Deadline for June Issue, 6 p.m. 
Monday, May 21. All articles, an-
nouncements and ads due then.

 Community
 Calendar By ALLAN ELBERFELD

Staff writer
We all have to go sometime, 

but will we really be six-feet 
under? ÒI donÕt know of any 
graves that deep, but I suppose 
some are deeper than mine,Ó says 
local grave digger Dorsel Bibbee. 
He should know Ð heÕs  been 
digging graves since 1935.

Dorsel grew up on a farm in 
Tuppers Plains and attended 
Olive/Orange School along with 
his two sisters. He started digging 
graves at the age of 21 by helping 
Vern ÒBenÓ Shields. ÒKids 
started [working] when they got 
big enough,Ó Dorsel told me. Ben 
and Dorsel dug a grave located in 
the Hoffman-Stout Cemetery for 
my father-in-law, Harry Russel 
Stout, in September 1964. 

Digging graves may seem like 
a macabre occupation to most 
people, but when Dorsel was 
asked if he enjoyed his job he 
replied,  ÒGuess so ... all kinds of 
questions. You meet all kinds of 
people, not like being in the same 
place all the time like in a job.Ó 
He travels all over and is willing 

to work anywhere in the area. In 
the past, Dorsel has dug graves 
in Decatur, Stewart, Guysville, 
Athens, Shade, and WhiteÕs 
Chapel.

Graves are traditionally eight 
feet long and 38-40 inches wide. 
He prefers to dig them 40 inches 
wide and four and a half feet deep. 
Dorsel likes to dig the graves by 
hand, but on occasion a machine 
is necessary. ÒWhen you get busy, 
three at once, you have to use a 
machine. ItÕs better [digging] in 
colder weather, although a chilly 
windy rain is bad and hot weather 
weakens you,Ó he told me.

 ÒIt generally takes all day to 
dig a grave, depending on the 
soil and rocks. Sometimes you 
have to jack hammer or drill 
using a [air] compressor. In the 
old days, we used dynamite.Ó He 
recalled a difÞcult day at WhiteÕs 
Chapel Cemetery, which sits on a 
hill and has a lot of rock. ÒThey 
brought a drill but the bits were 
dull so they put in powder and it 
was wet [the powder].Ó After the 
blast, the pebbles rained down 
on the church roof and he said 

the nearby neighbors had some 
pepples fall on them as well. 
ÒWe use a compressor now,Ó he 
concluded.

Today it costs $350 to $375 
to dig a grave. However, when 
Dorsel and Ben dug together, he 
got half of the $20 Ben received 
for the job.  

Dorsel remembers all of the 
ÓoldÓ gravediggers, and can 
recall what kind of car or truck 
each drove. He also knows 
with absolute precision all the 
particulars of every grave he 
ever dug. (I was amazed when he 
recalled details of the soil, rocks, 
and the weather the day he dug 
my father-in-lawÕs grave. It was 
more than 32 years ago!)

Digging graves may not be for 
everyone, but if you like to work 
hard, be outdoors in all weather 
conditions, and (last but not 
least) job security, this age-old 
profession may be for you.

However, before you make 
your decision, spend the day 
watching, or better yet helping, 
Dorsel workÑ it may change 
your mind!

Six-feet under: Truth or rural legend?

D U N F E E  
Excavating & Trucking

 Work:  740-667-3833
   Cell:  740-592-9335
Home:  740-949-2160

Backhoe ¥ Bulldozer ¥ Dump Truck
Trencher ¥ Straw Blowing 

Septic Systems ¥ Side Arm Mowing

Licensed & Insured in: Athens, Meigs, 
Washington counties

LARRY’S HAIRCUTS

106 Main St., Coolville

Tuesday through Saturday

SpencerÕs
B&D Market

Tuppers Plains, Ohio , at the tr afÞc light

ÒWE HAVE A LIT TLE BIT  
OF EVERYTHINGÓ

740-667-6014

Jolly Workers coming up on 60th anniversary
By M.J. ROBERTS
staff writer

In 1948, a small group of ladies 
living around Vanderhoof Ridge 
formed a homemakersÕ club. 
They called it ÒThe Vanderhoof 
Jolly Workers,Ó and the clubÕs 
purpose was to help one another 
with canning, wallpapering, baby 
sitting, even mending clothes.

Club dues in 1948 were 10 
cents a month. Now, in 2007, the 
dues are $12 a year. Meetings 
were held the third Wednesday 
of the month, rotating from home 
to home with a pot-luck dinner 
Ð which they still do today. 

Fairly quickly, the Jolly 
Workers began reaching out to 
help non-members, and most 
of the meetings they worked on 
quilts to give to victims of Þres 
or just someone in need. Today, 
they try to help wherever and 
whenever there is a need: the 
nursing homes, the schools, or 

just a needy family.
The Jolly Workers have had 

yard sales, food stands at auctions, 
made and sold cook-books to 
make money to help others. They 
make and sell enough pumpkin 
rolls every fall to raise funds for 
the whole year. I believe they 
sold 100 the Þrst year and the 

number has gone up every year. 
Last year, they sold more than 
200.  They start taking orders for 
pumpkin rolls in September and 
deliver them by Thanksgiving.        

If you would like to visit a 
meeting or get involved with the 
Jolly Workers, call Julie Wigal at 
667-6227.

The Þrst Jolly Workers (from left): Jeanette Butcher and Twila, Naomi Williams,  
Margurita Burdett and Jerry, Mildred Hays, Pauline Price, Itha Allen, Alta Bailey, 
Mavis Swan, Ollie Swan, Lillie Davis, Mrs. Smith a visitor and Bertha Allen.
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By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Bankers are often described 
as boring and stiff, always 
talking about loans, mortgages, 
and interest rates. I found out 
differently when I talked with 
Betsy Kearns and Jessica Staley 
at the FarmerÕs Bank in Tuppers 
Plains.

Betsy Kearns, Assistant Vice 
President, at Þrst glance appears 
unassuming, but the mischievous 
glint in her eyes tells a different 
story.  

Born into an Army family, she 
lived for a brief span in Germany 
and Fort Knox, Ky., before 
returning to Chester as a sixth 
grader.

She currently resides in Wolf 
Pen with her husband, two of 
their four children, three dogs 
and two cats on a 95-acre farm 
her husband jokingly refers to 
as the ÒDeer Farm.Ó Her oldest 
son is married and has a baby 
boy quickly approaching his Þrst 
birthday. Her oldest daughter 
attends Rio Grande College. 

I expressed my sympathy 
when Betsy told me she has 
a 15-year-old daughter (who 
recently got her driving permit) 
and a 16-almost-17-year-old son. 
They both attend Eastern High 
School.

Betsy started her banking 
career in 1979 with a brief stint 
at Bank One in Tuppers Plains 
before moving on to FarmerÕs 
Bank in Pomeroy, Ohio. 

She returned in 1999, with the 
distinction of being the bankÕs 
Þrst female loan ofÞcer, to the 
Tuppers Plains FarmerÕs Bank.

ÒThe bank is family oriented, 
Sunday hours were quickly 
dismissed out of respect for 
customersÕ belief that Sunday 
should be a day of rest.Ó (People 
over moneyÑ at a bank no less!) 

Despite her busy career, Betsy 
Þnds time to coach the Eastern 
High School cheerleading squad 
and to pursue her passion for 
deer hunting. 

(Deer hunting? Remember the 
glint in her eye?)

She told of a buck she shot 
while bowhunting last fall, her 

biggest yet. With a little ESP 
(ÒPlease come over here!Ó) and 
a prayer, the 11-point she had 
been watching stopped chasing a 
doe and moved into her shooting 
range. 

Loan ofÞcer Jessica Staley 
is a tall, slender young woman 
with gorgeous dark hair. She, 
like Betsy, was born in Chester 
and graduated from Eastern High 
School. 

During her third year of 
college, she decided to change 
her major from English to 
business. She worked as a teller 
for the FarmerÕs Bank while 
earning her degree. 

Jessica married Tony Staley 
in 2005 and the couple spent 
their honeymoon in beautiful 
Jamaica. Just before a snorkeling 
adventure their guide warned 
them to stay away from Òthe 
Þsh that would swim into your 
bellybutton!Ó She laughed at the 
Jamaican version of a snipe hunt. 

Her cat Sampson, a longhaired 
Siamese, jointly owns their 
home.ÒWhen I called about 
Sampson, he was described as 

a big cat. Imagine my surprise 
when I saw him for the Þrst 
timeÑ he was 16 pounds!Ó

ÒGood interest rates and 
ßexibilityÓ are the best reasons 
to apply for a loan at the  
FarmerÕs Bank. Dirt for a yard 
was the strangest request for a 
loan. The customer joked, ÒThe 
bank owns my house, my car 
and the dirt in my yard!Ó

Participating  in ÒRelay for 
Life,Ó a fundraiser for cancer 
research, is important to them. 
Both ladies know people who 
have gone through treatment. 
Cancer took BetsyÕs father, so 
she walks with her mother in his 
memory. 

Their team, ÒAngels with 
Attitude,Ó raised $1,600 in 2006 
through dinners, candle and 
candy bar sales. They also set 
up a booth at the Tuppers Plains 
Harvest Festival.

I enjoyed my time with both 
ladies and thought whoever 
wrote the slogan for FarmerÕs 
Bank had Betsy and Jessica in 
mind: ÒFriends, Neighbors, and 
VolunteersÑ ItÕs who we are!Ó

Friends, Neighbors, Volunteers: Not all bankers are boring!

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Council voted in a new 
member and scheduled a special 
meeting for the sewer project at 
the Village council meeting held 
Tuesday, April 10. The details:

¥ Charles Forrider was chosen 
to take over the council spot 
left open by Teresa MollohanÕs 
resignation. Councilwoman 
Mollohan cited family health 
issues at the reason for her 
resignation.

¥ No decision has been made 
regarding which engineering 
Þrm to hire for completion of the 
townÕs sewer project. Council 
appears to be leaning toward 
ADR & Associates LTD of 
Newark, Ohio. ADR is currently 
working on a similar project for 
Amesville and is the only Þrm 

interviewed with experience in 
decentralized units.

¥ The Village will request 
easements from residents to 
install the sewer system. The 
village will own the units and 
be responsible for installation, 
maintenance and repair of them. 
Residents will need to cover the 
cost of installing the four-inch 
line from their home to the tanks. 
Grants will be available for low 
income families to cover these 
costs.

A special meeting to allow 
residents to express concerns 
will be held at Coolville 
Elementary on Wednesday, May 
2 at 7 p.m. A representative from 
ADR will be present the project 
and to answer any questions 
from residents.

¥ The Coolville LionÕs Club 
expressed interest in obtaining 

the building currently housing 
the Coolville Museum. They do 
not have any speciÞc plans for 
its future, but tearing it down to 

enlarge the LionÕs Club parking 
lot was mentioned. Discussion 
was tabled to enable council 
members to inspect the building.

Village Council elects new member; sewer meeting announced

Council’s Newest Member:
Charles Forrider

Charles Forrider was selected to become the villageÕs newest 
council member during the meeting held Tuesday, April 10.

He grew up just outside the town, but moved to Coolville 12 
years ago with his wife Shannon. They have two sons, Jessie and 
Chase, and a daughter, Shirley.

Charles has worked as a corrections ofÞcer at the Southeast 
Ohio Regional Jail in Nelsonville for the past Þve years.

One of his goals as a council member is to do something about 
the crime level in town. ÒI had one of my tail lights stolen the other 
night,Ó he said.

As for the question of why he decided to be on village council, 
ÒI thought I should put my money where my mouth is!Ó was his 
reply.
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Church listings are a community 
service of this newsletter. Support 
this service by making donations to 
the Route 7 Report on behalf of your 
church. Call 667-6328 for details.

Churches listed alphabetically

Allegheny Wesleyan Church
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-6778
Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Amazing Grace Church
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-9710
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Bethel Worship Center
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6793
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Carthage Community Church
Township Rd. 570A
Phone: 304-273-3894
Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Eden United Brethren Church
Reedsville, Ohio
Phone: 740-378-6244
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Faith Chapel Community 
Church
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-423-9766
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Grace Brethren Church
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-3710
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Hickory Hills Church of Christ
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6347
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Orange Christian Church
Lottridge, Ohio
no phone available
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

St. Paul United Methodist 
Church
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-985-4111
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Tuppers Plains Christian 
Church of Christ
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 667-3493
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3351
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Hockingport, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3180
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Vanderhoof Baptist Church
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6888
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

White’s Chapel Wesleyan 
Church
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6639
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Local church listings

*NO CAVITIES*
Build some for  

Bluebirds,  
Chickadees, Titmice,  

Woodpeckers and  
Tree Swallows

  #1.         ~Wanted~
VOLUNTEER SPEAKERS

Men, Women & Children willing to

stand tall to represent God, Family

& Country to be aired on radio

  #2.             ~TOPIC~
The Founding of

America, the Home of the
Brave and the Land

of the Free

  #3. ~SUBJECTS SUCH AS~
God & Jesus, Washington & Lincoln,

Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty,
American Flag, 10 Commandments

& Prayer back in School, ETC.

  #4. Please mail your 14 minute 

messages recorded on CD(s) to: Bobby 

Murphy, P.O.Box 160, Tuppers Plains, 

OH 45783 or call 740-707-2023. 

Thank our Sponsors!
The Route 7 Report is an all-volunteer newsletter. We rely on donations to 
cover printing and mailing costs. Thanks to our sponsors for their support.
Ad spaces start at $10 per month; contact Joe Roberts for details: 667-6328.

-- PLEASE MENTION THE ROUTE 7 REPORT TO THESE SPONSORS --

PRECISION  
COLLISION  
AUTO REPAIR

We paint all makes and models

Paul A. Davis
49463 State 
Route 681

Reedsville, OH

Call: 740-667-0670

Coggeshall!Simmons 
Insurance

Coolville, Ohio
740-667-3111

1-800-852-2769

Great rates for 
home or auto!

Connie’s Child Care
State Route 7, Tuppers Plains

PROFESSIONAL DAYCARE
State certiÞed ¥ 18 years experience

740-667-6329

  #6.      Note: If you need help
recording your topic, Please give us 

a call, we are trying to get set up to be 

of some help in that area.   No charge
Thank you! ~ Bobby Murphy

  #5.   ~WJCR RADIO~
www.wjcr.org each

Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
e-mail: godinmotion@ 

yahoo.com

  #7.     ~Question~
Are any of us perfect? NO!

Do we need to unite on
behalf of God, Family & 

Country? YES!

  #8.     ~Remember~
The sleeping giant of 1941?

We stood ÒUNITEDÓ
“UNITED WE STAND,  
DIVIDED WE FALL”

WWW.GODINMOTION.ORG

Lottridge Community Center 

Annual  Fest i val
Lottridge, OH (Co. Rd. 53)
740-667-6760   or   740-667-6726

May 19 : Pork Dinner, Chicken 
Noodles

8 a.m.   Parade Lineup
9 a.m.   Parade/Cash prizes
9:45 a.m.   Raising of the Flag
10 a.m. Food & Music begin
2 p.m.   Horshoe pitching contest
5 p.m.   Chinese Auction
May 20: Chicken Dinner, Chicken 

Noodles

12 p.m.   Food & Music
3 p.m.   Auction ! Shamrock
    Auctioneer
5 p.m.   Drawing for "200
6:30 p.m.   Lowering of the Flag

Music by: Randy Slot er  &  
the Renegades,Back Porch Band,  

Dale Ber n!eld & J ohn Wood,   
Grace Hale, and the Gospel Air es

Games#Crafts#Door Prizes

Coming next month in your Route 7 Report:
 ÒLocals think TOPS is topsÓ  ¥  update on Coolville council  ¥   
 reßections on Coolville Station  ¥  and anything YOU submit (please!)


