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 Community

 Calendar

Lottridge Community 
Center

2754 Lottridge Ridge Road
(County Road 53)

Smorgasbord, noon to 1:30 p.m., 
first Sunday of each month, Cost is 
$7 per person.

Country Music , 7 p.m. second and 
fourth Fridays of each month, no 
charge but donations accepted.

Coolville Public Library
Main Street

Tumbling Fun, Wed. March 28,  
4-5:30 p.m. Grades 3-12. Front and 
back rolls, handstands, cartwheel, 
headstands.

Recollections (a gathering of se-
niors), 1 p.m. Mar. 20.

Baby & Me (songs, stories, play 
for babies and caregivers) 10 a.m., 
Mondays through May 14.

Garden Club Tues. March 13, 
6 p.m. Planning meeting, new mem-
bers welcome. Contact Judy Young 
740-667-0520 or Christine Purcell 
740-667-3733.

Community

Storytime, 2 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Eastern Public Library, 38900 State 
Route 7, 740-985-3747.

  The Route 7 Report is 
looking for volunteers who can 
write each month about people, 
issues, and events in the Tuppers 
Plains area. 

The workload is not too bad 
– just one or two short articles a 
month. If you have some writing 

experience, great! If not, we can 
provide you with some basic 
training in news writing and 
editing to get you up to speed.

All that you need, beyond a 
willingness to help, is access to a 
computer (or the ability to drive 
to the Coolville or Eastern public 

libraries to use the computers 
there) and a willingness to talk 
to local people about issues and 
events that interest them.

If you want to volunteer, 
please contact Patty Conrad at 
740-667-3231 or send an e-mail 
to conradpk@ohiohills.com.

Wanted: More volunteers from Tuppers Plains

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

After reviewing numerous 
résumés and conducting four 
interviews, Coolville’s council 
voted unanimously to hire 
Detective James Heater as their 
new chief of police.

Chief Heater lives on the 
outskirts of Tuppers Plains, 
but grew up in Coolville and is 
a 1990 graduate from Federal 
Hocking. He then attended Ohio 
Police Officer Basic Training 
under Sheriff John Hicks and 
worked part time as an auxiliary 
officer in Trimble and Glouster.  

For a year or so he was the 
Albany marshall, then went on 
in 2000 to become a detective 
for the Athens County Sheriff’s 
Office.

He believes in a common-
sense approach to law 
enforcement and feels the role 
of an officer is that of a public 
servant first and foremost. With 
that in mind, his goals are to 
begin patrolling the streets of 
Coolville and to actively work 
with council to aid in the public 
image of Coolville. 

Council member Alisa Queen 
said, “We do not want Coolville 
to be known as a speed trap to 
motorists passing through the 

area.”
When asked about his grant-

writing abilities, Heater admitted 
he has no experience, but is 
interested in learning. 

 Mayor Paul Harris 
expressed “the problem with our 
last chief was he spent too much 
time in the office and not enough 
time on the streets” and felt grant 
writing should not be a deciding 
factor in council’s decision.

According to Ohio Basic 
Code, Chief Heater will begin a 
six-month probationary period 
with council having the option 
to hire him at that time. He will 
be working with no auxiliary 
officers at this time. 

Coolville hires new chief of police

Planning for Coolville Founder’s Day begins

By the Route 7 Report staff

The Coolville Lion’s Club 
has begun planning this year’s 
Coolville Founders Day festival 
in partnership with a small group 
of community members. 

The all-day event will be held 

Saturday, August 4, on Main 
Street in Coolville. 

The festivities will begin 
with a parade with a car 
show, musical entertainment 
throughout the day and ending 
with a street dance in the 
evening.

If you would like to participate 
in the festival as a volunteer 
or as a vendor, please contact 
organizers George Gilbert at 
740-667-6799; Alice Dotson at 
740-667- 6564; Roxanna Rupe at 
740-667-3354; or Mary Lantz at 
740-667-3197.
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By PATTY CONRAD
Associate editor

We are happy to list the 
area churches and their service 
times. Our intention is to list 
the community events, services 
and special announcements of 
all local churches (Coolville, 
Tuppers Plains, and nearby 
communities).

Please let us know if we 
missed any churches or made an 
error in the listing for the church 
you attend so we can correct it. 
You may contact us at R7R, P.O. 
Box 354, Tuppers Plains, OH 
45783 or via the Web site  
www.route7report.com.

Churches listed alphabetically

Allegheny Wesleyan Church
886 State Route 7
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-6778
Pastor: Glenn Easterling
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Amazing Grace Church
42019 Main Street
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-9710
Pastor: Wayne Dunlap
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

Bethel Worship Center
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6793
Pastor: Rob Barber
Sunday Morning Contemporary 
Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening Family Life 
Classes: 6 p.m.
Life Groups: Various times & 
locations throughout the week
E-Mail: bethelwc@windstream.
net
Web site: www.bethelwc.org

Eden United Brethren Church
67875 State Route 124
Reedsville, Ohio
Phone: 740-378-6244
Pastor: Adam Will
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 7 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Grace Brethren Church
26180 Rock Street
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-3710
Pastor: George Horner
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Hickory Hills Church of Chr ist
49790 Hickory Hills Road
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6347
Minister: Mike Moore
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Paul United Methodist 
Church
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-985-4111
Rev. Jim Corbitt
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Tuppers Plains Chr istian 
Church of Chr ist
State Route 681
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 667-3493
Ministers: Scott Miller & 
Larry Brown
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Communion: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 10 a.m. 

United Methodist Church
26460 Main Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3351
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
28821 Pavilion Street
Hockingport, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3180
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Vanderhoof Baptist Church
23305 Moyis Road
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6888
Pastor: Craig Holler
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer: 7 p.m.
Choir Practice: Wed 6 p.m.

Send us your church listings and upcoming events

~American Couch Potatoes~
What are YOU doing to restore this 

nation, while our soldiers fight to 

protect the land of the free?

Bobby Murphy 740-707-2023

*Elberfeld Farm, Inc.*

Free Advice

Occasionally Potatoes

This space is  
available for $25

This space is  
available for $25

This space  
is  

available  
for $50

This space  
is  

available  
for $50

In the last issue, we ran a plea 
for donations that contained 
some confusing (and some flat-
out-wrong) math about what it 
actually costs to produce this 
newsletter.

We got some complaints, 
and so we decided to stop 
guestimating and actually crack 
open the books to see what’s 
what with our finances. And 
while we’re embarrassed by our 
poor accounting in the last issue, 
we’re happy to report that we’re 
doing a little better financially 
than we had thought.

Of the initial $12,000 grant 
from the New Voices project, we 
have so far spent:

• $2,640 on computers to 
produce the newsletter.

• $99 to rent server space for 
the Web site.

• $950 to a Web site designer 
to create our Web page and get it 
running (that’s a one-time fee).

• $636 to print the first two 
issues. (We haven’t gotten the 
bill yet for the February or 
March issues, which should be 
about another $300 each.)

• $684.46 for postage for 
November and January, 
including our bulk-mailing 
permit fees for the year.

That adds up to $5,010 
through the start of February. 
We estimate that by the time this 
issue reaches you, we will have 
spent another $1,100 on printing 
and postage for two issues.

That means we have less than 
$6,000 left from the grant. But 
in the end we will need a steady 
flow of cash from the community 
to keep this newsletter going.

Update on R7R finances



By ALLAN ELBERFELD
Staff writer

Many years ago, after I had 
finished mowing my lawn, I 
was resting on the porch when 
my daughter came up to me 
and said, “Dad, you have some 
weird stuff on your boots!” I 
did indeed, as squashed morels 
covered my soles. We walked 
through the yard and beneath the 
old apple trees we found enough 
morels left for a small mess.

Morel mushrooms fruit early 
in the spring when the may apple 
come out and the apple trees 
blossom. Some say when the oak 
leaves are the size of mouse ears 
is also a good marker, but as I 
am not in the habit of checking 
out mouse ears, I go with the 
may apple.

The golden brown, smoky 
grey or black top of the morel 
mushroom looks like a pine 
cone and sets on a smooth 
cream colored stem. “Morels 

are hollow all the way through,” 
Dick Dougall of the Western 
Pennsylvania Mushroom Club 
states.

I encourage you to take a 
stroll this spring (mid-March to 
early May) when the weather is 
warming and after a nice warm 
rain and look under dying elms, 
apple and popular trees. I have 
also found morels in the flood 
plains of small streams.

Morels and trout, morels and 
asparagus, morels and wild 
turkey (the bird-not the bourbon) 

are among some of the many 
ways to enjoy them. Find recipes 
and links to useful Web sites at 
www.thegreatmorel.com

Most “shroomers” like to dip 
them in an egg batter and fry 
them in butter. I like to cut them 
into small pieces and add to 
hamburger gravy. If you eat the 
gravy with mashed potatoes and 
ramps as side dishes, you may 
experience some gastrointestinal 
reaction. You may blame this 
on the ramps or perhaps your 
beverage.
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TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly), Coolville Chapter 2013, 5:30 
p.m. every Tuesday, Torch Baptist 
Church community hall, 4047 Ellis 
Road, Torch. Contact Pat Snedden 
740-662-2633.

St. Patrick’s Day Soup Supper, 
4:30-7 p.m., March 16, Grace 
Brethren Church, 26180 Rock 
Street, Coolville. Proceeds go 
toward the building fund. Cost, $5 
for adults, $3 children under 12. 
Variety of soups, hot dogs and des-
serts available. Call Shirley Nichols 
740-667-6275 or the Church 
740-667-6243 for more informa-
tion.

Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Dinner, Sat. March 10, 4-6 p.m., 
Coolville United Methodist Church, 
Main Street. Dinner, dessert and 
drink for $6.  Contact Lisa Justus 
740-667-6031 for more informa-
tion.

Volunteers needed!

The Route 7 Report needs 
a few volunteers to help with 
the newsletter. Interested? 

Call Mary Jo Roberts  
at 667-6328.

 Community

 Calendar

Submit items for the community cal-
endar. Include the name of the event, 
the date and time, location and the 
name and contact information for the 
person in charge.

By Mail: Route 7 Report, P.O. Box 
354, Tuppers Plains, OH 45783

By Internet: Go to our Web site, 
www.route7report.com. Register your 
chosen user name and password (itÕs 
free). Log in, click on ÒSubmit Calen-
dar Item,Ó and Þll in the form. Click on 
the blue disk icon to submit.

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Topics of interest at 
Coolville’s Town Council 
meeting held Jan. 13 were the 
hiring of a chief of police (see 
related story on the front page), 
resolving the upcoming trash 
removal contract, making a final 
decision about M.E. Companies, 
and setting up interviews for the 
sewer project.

• Bids for trash removal have 
been reviewed as the contract 
with Waste Management ends 
March 31. Council received bids 
from Waste Management and 
A-1 Sanitation. 

Waste Management proposed 
a bid of $18 per household 
with additional surcharges for 
environmental waste and fuel 
of approximately $1 each per 
month.

A-1 Sanitation, owned by 
Thomas Arnott and based in 
Tuppers Plains, submitted a 

bid of $12 (up to five 32 gallon 
bags) plus a fuel surcharge of 
an additional $1 per household. 
Arnott’s commercial rate was 
$30.58 cheaper per month than 
Waste Management.

Council voted to contract 
with A-1 Sanitation for one 
year with the option to renew. 
Billing for residents and business 
owners will begin March 1. 
Residents will have the $13 trash 
rate added to their water bill. 
Commercial customers will be 
billed directly by A-1 Sanitation.

Notice of the changes will 
be hand delivered by Mike 
Sheridan.

Residents are encouraged to 
purchase trash cans to keep stray 
animals out of the trash bags 
as Waste Management will be 
reclaiming their cans. Apartment 
owners will need to put in a 
dumpster or pay an additional 
$13 per unit so each unit will be 
able to take advantage of the five 
32 gallon bag usage.

• Council opted to pay M.E. 
Companies the outstanding 
balance of $27,000 in order 
to “put the experience behind 
us and get on with the sewer 
project”. John Rauch of Rural 
Housing Assistance Program 
agreed that was the best course 
of action and advised council 
to wait until the payment clears 
before hiring the next company.

• Council will set up 
interviews for Wednesday, 
March 14 with the three 
companies expressing interest 
in the sewer project: Triad 
Engineering Corporation of W. 
Va., ADR & Associates LTD 
of Newark, Ohio, and Michael 
Baker Jr., Inc of Charleston. 

• Mayor Paul Harris also 
proposed adding ten hours per 
week to Sheridan’s schedule 
for as long as it is feasible for 
council to do so. Mike was 
commended by the Mayor and 
council for his hard work and 
dedication to the community.

Coolville alters trash service to A-1 Sanitation

Early fruits of spring: Morel mushrooms

Before you eat wild mushrooms:
1. Correctly identify the mushroom. 
2. Eat only fresh mushrooms.
3. Do not eat morels raw.

Check out these guides:  

A Guide to Mushrooms by Giovanni Pacioni

A Field Guide to Southern Mushrooms 

by Nancy Smith Weber and Alexander H. 

Smith.

C 
A 
U 
T 
I 
O 
N

“Give an Irishman lager for 
a month, and he’s a dead 
man. An Irishman is lined 
with copper, and the beer 
corrodes it. But whiskey 
polishes the copper and is 
the saving of him.”

Ð Mark Twain
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Let My  
Metamorphosis Begin

Sometimes I wonder
what will I become?

Life is a mystery
and the journeys just begun.

Growing and changing
but always staying true

to the me inside
even though IÕm someone new.

But if I change
too much or too fast

tell me about
the person I was in the past.

And to your delight
IÕll be that person again

but do me a favor
and let my metamorphosis begin

– Michael Fennell

I was always told, “anything 
that is easy to do isn’t worth 
doing.” If that’s true, and I 
believe it is, then finding shed 
deer antlers must really be 
worth doing! Well, maybe not if 
you’ve got all your marbles, but 
speaking for myself the process 
is better than a hundred dollar 
shrink. If you have any cobwebs 
that need cleaning, antler hunting 
will do that for you plus send 
you home with your tail between 
your legs.

For some it’s as easy as going 
out to the mailbox (in town) and 
finding an antler. For others it 
can be a lifetime treasure hunt 
that yields absolutely zero. 
Now if you are the lucky sort 
you might stumble onto as 
many as ten in your lifetime. 
If you happen to have a knack 
for finding them and are lucky 
you might find ten or so a year. 
(The last two sentences usually 
remove 99.9% of all players 
from the game.)

Listening to those that find 
antlers on a semi-regular basis 
it seems as though a pattern 
starts to emerge. “Try to find the 
smallest area that a buck spends 

most of his time in during the 
late winter months.” I guess just 
saying “bedding areas,” “travel 
corridors,” “nighttime feeding 
areas” would also do the trick.

On the other hand it seems like 
tractor, truck and four wheeler 
tires find them with more 
regularity than any hunter does. 
A master shed hunter once told 
me that the best place to find a 
shed antler is where the deer lost 
it! Hmmm...makes sense to me. 

I would say that some stories 
about antler hunting could be 
more legend than truth. One 
lucky hunter told me that he 
found a plastic antler that had 
writing on it.  I didn’t ask him 
what it said as I was trying to put 
as much distance between us as 
possible!

Oh well, if you go another 
year without finding one, always 
know in the back of your mind 
that bucks grow new ones every 
year. That usually keeps shed 
hunters going back for more 
abuse. Maybe next year you will 
hit “Pay Dirt.”

Happy Hunting
Ð C.S. Bandit,

Coolville

Nature’s Own
By ALLAN ELBERFELD
Staff writer

Ol’ Harry used to say, “Boy, 
when you see an owl in daytime, 
the weather’s gonna change 
and it’ll git worse.” As usual, 
Harry was right. Returning from 
Tuppers Plains one morning in 
mid-January, I made the turn 
into our drive and spotted a 
Barred Owl — dark eyes, no 
ear tufts — sitting in the maple 
tree. A day later, after I finished 
lunch, an owl flew across the 
meadow. On Jan. 21, down 
came the snow and winter has 
officially arrived. Turns out ol’ 
Harry was right.

• Several years ago, a Bald 
Eagle wandered over our farm. 
A pair attempted nesting in 
one of the massive sycamores 
on Blennerhasset Island and 
perhaps it was one of those 
that was flying over our part of 
the valley. Joe Turner has seen 
several along the Ohio River. I 
have also seen them flying over 
the Hocking River at Athens, 
but seeing one at home was 
especially rewarding.

• Eagles have made a 
significant comeback from 1963, 
when only 417 breeding pairs 

were sighted in the lower 48 
states. The final tally for 2006 
is expected to top 8,000, and 
they may be removed from the 
Federal Endangered Species 
List. The observers for the Ohio 
Bald Eagle Mid-Winter Survey 
tallied 480 birds during their 
recent event. None were listed 
for Athens or Meigs County, 
but three and four were tallied 
for Hocking and Washington 
counties,  respectively — not 
Route 7 territory, but close.

• Spring 2007 will be Ohio’s 
third of Ohio’s breeding 
bird atlas. The project needs 
volunteers and offers an exciting 
way to provide information that 
will aid in the conservation of 
birds in Ohio. While birds are 
not scarce in southeastern Ohio, 
volunteers to study them are. 
I am going to participate and 
have agreed to keep records 
and do surveys in an atlas block 
centered around our home. 
Visit www.ohiobirds.org for 
information about the project or 
contact the regional coordinator 
for our area, Janet Duerr, at 
duern@ohio.edu.

Owls are nesting already and it 
won’t be long ‘til others start!

By M.J. Roberts
Staff writer

St. Patrick’s Day is quickly approaching and 
everyone knows that they are supposed to wear 
something green or they may get a pinch from 
some of their buddies, but where did the tradition 
of wearing green come from anyway?

St. Patrick was born in Great Britian to a 
Christian family and was named Malwyn around 
the year 380.

He was kidnapped as a young lad, taken to 
Ireland and forced to tend sheep. Six years later he 
escaped and returned to Britian. Upon his return, 
he realized that he wanted to teach the people of 
Ireland about God. 

 He went to France to study religion and 
went on to became a bishop.  The Pope named 
him Patricus, the Latin name for Patrick. After 
becoming a bishop he returned to Ireland where 

he began preaching and building churches and 
schools. Patrick spent the rest of his life caring for 
the Irish people . 

Patrick is honored on March 17, the day of his 
death in 461. The Catholic Church proclaimed him 
a saint for his good deeds in Ireland. 

Wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day is to honor 
Ireland also called “The Emerald Isle.”

St. Patrick used the shamrocks to explain the 
Holy Trinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Shamrocks have three leaves on one stem. It 
is a symbol of Saint Patrick and Ireland.

On March 17, 1870, New Yorkers held a huge 
St. Patrick’s Day parade and now there are parades 
and celebrations all over our country. 

Everyone, it seems, has a little Irish in them on 
St. Patrick’s  Day. 

Will you be wearing green?

Birding Bits & Pieces

The origins of Saint Patrick’s Day 
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1. Correctly identify the mushroom. 
2. Eat only fresh mushrooms.
3. Do not eat morels raw .

Check out these guides: 
A Guide to Mushrooms by Giovanni Pacioni

A Field Guide to Southern Mushrooms 

by Nancy Smith Weber and Alexander H. 

Smith.
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“Give an Irishman lager for 
a month, and he’s a dead 
man. An Irishman is lined 
with copper, and the beer 
corrodes it. But whiskey 
polishes the copper and is 
the saving of him.”

– Mark Twain
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Let My  
Metamorphosis Begin

Sometimes I wonder
what will I become?

Life is a mystery
and the journeys just begun.

Growing and changing
but always staying true

to the me inside
even though I’m someone new.

But if I change
too much or too fast

tell me about
the person I was in the past.

And to your delight
I’ll be that person again

but do me a favor
and let my metamorphosis begin

– Michael Fennell

I was always told, “anything 
that is easy to do isn’t worth 
doing.” If that’s true, and I 
believe it is, then finding shed 
deer antlers must really be 
worth doing! Well, maybe not if 
you’ve got all your marbles, but 
speaking for myself the process 
is better than a hundred dollar 
shrink. If you have any cobwebs 
that need cleaning, antler hunting 
will do that for you plus send 
you home with your tail between 
your legs.

For some it’s as easy as going 
out to the mailbox (in town) and 
finding an antler. For others it 
can be a lifetime treasure hunt 
that yields absolutely zero. 
Now if you are the lucky sort 
you might stumble onto as 
many as ten in your lifetime. 
If you happen to have a knack 
for finding them and are lucky 
you might find ten or so a year. 
(The last two sentences usually 
remove 99.9% of all players 
from the game.)

Listening to those that find 
antlers on a semi-regular basis 
it seems as though a pattern 
starts to emerge. “Try to find the 
smallest area that a buck spends 

most of his time in during the 
late winter months.” I guess just 
saying “bedding areas,” “travel 
corridors,” “nighttime feeding 
areas” would also do the trick.

On the other hand it seems like 
tractor, truck and four wheeler 
tires find them with more 
regularity than any hunter does. 
A master shed hunter once told 
me that the best place to find a 
shed antler is where the deer lost 
it! Hmmm...makes sense to me. 

I would say that some stories 
about antler hunting could be 
more legend than truth. One 
lucky hunter told me that he 
found a plastic antler that had 
writing on it.  I didn’t ask him 
what it said as I was trying to put 
as much distance between us as 
possible!

Oh well, if you go another 
year without finding one, always 
know in the back of your mind 
that bucks grow new ones every 
year. That usually keeps shed 
hunters going back for more 
abuse. Maybe next year you will 
hit “Pay Dirt.”

Happy Hunting
– C.S. Bandit,

Coolville

Nature’s Own
By ALLAN ELBERFELD
Staff writer

Ol’ Harry used to say, “Boy, 
when you see an owl in daytime, 
the weather’s gonna change 
and it’ll git worse.” As usual, 
Harry was right. Returning from 
Tuppers Plains one morning in 
mid-January, I made the turn 
into our drive and spotted a 
Barred Owl — dark eyes, no 
ear tufts — sitting in the maple 
tree. A day later, after I finished 
lunch, an owl flew across the 
meadow. On Jan. 21, down 
came the snow and winter has 
officially arrived. Turns out ol’ 
Harry was right.

• Several years ago, a Bald 
Eagle wandered over our farm. 
A pair attempted nesting in 
one of the massive sycamores 
on Blennerhasset Island and 
perhaps it was one of those 
that was flying over our part of 
the valley. Joe Turner has seen 
several along the Ohio River. I 
have also seen them flying over 
the Hocking River at Athens, 
but seeing one at home was 
especially rewarding.

• Eagles have made a 
significant comeback from 1963, 
when only 417 breeding pairs 

were sighted in the lower 48 
states. The final tally for 2006 
is expected to top 8,000, and 
they may be removed from the 
Federal Endangered Species 
List. The observers for the Ohio 
Bald Eagle Mid-Winter Survey 
tallied 480 birds during their 
recent event. None were listed 
for Athens or Meigs County, 
but three and four were tallied 
for Hocking and Washington 
counties,  respectively — not 
Route 7 territory, but close.

• Spring 2007 will be Ohio’s 
third of Ohio’s breeding 
bird atlas. The project needs 
volunteers and offers an exciting 
way to provide information that 
will aid in the conservation of 
birds in Ohio. While birds are 
not scarce in southeastern Ohio, 
volunteers to study them are. 
I am going to participate and 
have agreed to keep records 
and do surveys in an atlas block 
centered around our home. 
Visit www.ohiobirds.org for 
information about the project or 
contact the regional coordinator 
for our area, Janet Duerr, at 
duern@ohio.edu.

Owls are nesting already and it 
won’t be long ‘til others start!

By M.J. Roberts
Staff writer

St. Patrick’s Day is quickly approaching and 
everyone knows that they are supposed to wear 
something green or they may get a pinch from 
some of their buddies, but where did the tradition 
of wearing green come from anyway?

St. Patrick was born in Great Britian to a 
Christian family and was named Malwyn around 
the year 380.

He was kidnapped as a young lad, taken to 
Ireland and forced to tend sheep. Six years later he 
escaped and returned to Britian. Upon his return, 
he realized that he wanted to teach the people of 
Ireland about God. 

 He went to France to study religion and 
went on to became a bishop.  The Pope named 
him Patricus, the Latin name for Patrick. After 
becoming a bishop he returned to Ireland where 

he began preaching and building churches and 
schools. Patrick spent the rest of his life caring for 
the Irish people . 

Patrick is honored on March 17, the day of his 
death in 461. The Catholic Church proclaimed him 
a saint for his good deeds in Ireland. 

Wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day is to honor 
Ireland also called “The Emerald Isle.”

St. Patrick used the shamrocks to explain the 
Holy Trinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Shamrocks have three leaves on one stem. It 
is a symbol of Saint Patrick and Ireland.

On March 17, 1870, New Yorkers held a huge 
St. Patrick’s Day parade and now there are parades 
and celebrations all over our country. 

Everyone, it seems, has a little Irish in them on 
St. Patrick’s  Day. 

Will you be wearing green?

Birding Bits & Pieces

The origins of Saint Patrick’s Day 
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 Calendar

Lottridge Community 
Center

2754 Lottridge Ridge Road
(County Road 53)

Smorgasbord, noon to 1:30 p.m., 
first Sunday of each month, Cost is 
$7 per person.

Country Music , 7 p.m. second and 
fourth Fridays of each month, no 
charge but donations accepted.

Coolville Public Library
Main Street

Tumbling Fun, Wed. March 28,  
4-5:30 p.m. Grades 3-12. Front and 
back rolls, handstands, cartwheel, 
headstands.

Recollections (a gathering of se-
niors), 1 p.m. Mar. 20.

Baby & Me (songs, stories, play 
for babies and caregivers) 10 a.m., 
Mondays through May 14.

Garden Club Tues. March 13, 
6 p.m. Planning meeting, new mem-
bers welcome. Contact Judy Young 
740-667-0520 or Christine Purcell 
740-667-3733.

Community

Storytime, 2 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Eastern Public Library, 38900 State 
Route 7, 740-985-3747.

  The Route 7 Report is 
looking for volunteers who can 
write each month about people, 
issues, and events in the Tuppers 
Plains area. 

The workload is not too bad 
– just one or two short articles a 
month. If you have some writing 

experience, great! If not, we can 
provide you with some basic 
training in news writing and 
editing to get you up to speed.

All that you need, beyond a 
willingness to help, is access to a 
computer (or the ability to drive 
to the Coolville or Eastern public 

libraries to use the computers 
there) and a willingness to talk 
to local people about issues and 
events that interest them.

If you want to volunteer, 
please contact Patty Conrad at 
740-667-3231 or send an e-mail 
to conradpk@ohiohills.com.

Wanted: M ore volunteers f rom Tuppers Plains

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

After reviewing numerous 
résumés and conducting four 
interviews, Coolville’s council 
voted unanimously to hire 
Detective James Heater as their 
new chief of police.

Chief Heater lives on the 
outskirts of Tuppers Plains, 
but grew up in Coolville and is 
a 1990 graduate from Federal 
Hocking. He then attended Ohio 
Police Officer Basic Training 
under Sheriff John Hicks and 
worked part time as an auxiliary 
officer in Trimble and Glouster.  

For a year or so he was the 
Albany marshall, then went on 
in 2000 to become a detective 
for the Athens County Sheriff’s 
Office.

He believes in a common-
sense approach to law 
enforcement and feels the role 
of an officer is that of a public 
servant first and foremost. With 
that in mind, his goals are to 
begin patrolling the streets of 
Coolville and to actively work 
with council to aid in the public 
image of Coolville. 

Council member Alisa Queen 
said, “We do not want Coolville 
to be known as a speed trap to 
motorists passing through the 

area.Ó
When asked about his grant-

writing abilities, Heater admitted 
he has no experience, but is 
interested in learning. 

 Mayor Paul Harris 
expressed “the problem with our 
last chief was he spent too much 
time in the office and not enough 
time on the streets” and felt grant 
writing should not be a deciding 
factor in council’s decision.

According to Ohio Basic 
Code, Chief Heater will begin a 
six-month probationary period 
with council having the option 
to hire him at that time. He will 
be working with no auxiliary 
officers at this time. 

Coolvi l le hi res new chief  of  pol i ce

Planning for Coolvi l le FounderÕs Day begins
By the Route 7 Report staff

The Coolville Lion’s Club 
has begun planning this year’s 
Coolville Founders Day festival 
in partnership with a small group 
of community members. 

The all-day event will be held 

Saturday, August 4, on Main 
Street in Coolville. 

The festivities will begin 
with a parade with a car 
show, musical entertainment 
throughout the day and ending 
with a street dance in the 
evening.

If you would like to participate 
in the festival as a volunteer 
or as a vendor, please contact 
organizers George Gilbert at 
740-667-6799; Alice Dotson at 
740-667- 6564; Roxanna Rupe at 
740-667-3354; or Mary Lantz at 
740-667-3197.
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By PATTY CONRAD
Associate editor

We are happy to list the 
area churches and their service 
times. Our intention is to list 
the community events, services 
and special announcements of 
all local churches (Coolville, 
Tuppers Plains, and nearby 
communities).

Please let us know if we 
missed any churches or made an 
error in the listing for the church 
you attend so we can correct it. 
You may contact us at R7R, P.O. 
Box 354, Tuppers Plains, OH 
45783 or via the Web site  
www.route7report.com.

Churches listed alphabetically

Allegheny Wesleyan Church
886 State Route 7
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-6778
Pastor: Glenn Easterling
Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Amazing Grace Church
42019 Main Street
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-9710
Pastor: Wayne Dunlap
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 7 p.m.

Bethel Worship Center
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6793
Pastor: Rob Barber
Sunday Morning Contemporary 
Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening Family Life 
Classes: 6 p.m.
Life Groups: Various times & 
locations throughout the week
E-Mail: bethelwc@windstream.
net
Web site: www.bethelwc.org

Eden United Brethren Church
67875 State Route 124
Reedsville, Ohio
Phone: 740-378-6244
Pastor: Adam Will
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 7 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Grace Brethren Church
26180 Rock Street
Coolville, Ohio 
Phone: 740-667-3710
Pastor: George Horner
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Hickory Hills Church of Chr ist
49790 Hickory Hills Road
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6347
Minister: Mike Moore
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Paul United Methodist 
Church
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 740-985-4111
Rev. Jim Corbitt
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Tuppers Plains Chr istian 
Church of Chr ist
State Route 681
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone: 667-3493
Ministers: Scott Miller & 
Larry Brown
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Communion: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 10 a.m. 

United Methodist Church
26460 Main Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3351
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
28821 Pavilion Street
Hockingport, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-3180
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Vanderhoof Baptist Church
23305 Moyis Road
Coolville, Ohio
Phone: 740-667-6888
Pastor: Craig Holler
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer: 7 p.m.
Choir Practice: Wed 6 p.m.

Send us your church l istings and upcoming events

~American Couch Potatoes~
What are YOU doing to restore this 

nation, while our soldiers fight to 

protect the land of the free?

Bobby Murphy 740-707-2023

*Elberfeld Farm, Inc.*

Free Advice

Occasionally Potatoes

This space is  
available for $25

This space is  
available for $25

This space  
is  

available  
for $50

This space  
is  

available  
for $50

In the last issue, we ran a plea 
for donations that contained 
some confusing (and some flat-
out-wrong) math about what it 
actually costs to produce this 
newsletter.

We got some complaints, 
and so we decided to stop 
guestimating and actually crack 
open the books to see what’s 
what with our finances. And 
while we’re embarrassed by our 
poor accounting in the last issue, 
we’re happy to report that we’re 
doing a little better financially 
than we had thought.

Of the initial $12,000 grant 
from the New Voices project, we 
have so far spent:

• $2,640 on computers to 
produce the newsletter.

• $99 to rent server space for 
the Web site.

• $950 to a Web site designer 
to create our Web page and get it 
running (that’s a one-time fee).

• $636 to print the first two 
issues. (We haven’t gotten the 
bill yet for the February or 
March issues, which should be 
about another $300 each.)

• $684.46 for postage for 
November and January, 
including our bulk-mailing 
permit fees for the year.

That adds up to $5,010 
through the start of February. 
We estimate that by the time this 
issue reaches you, we will have 
spent another $1,100 on printing 
and postage for two issues.

That means we have less than 
$6,000 left from the grant. But 
in the end we will need a steady 
flow of cash from the community 
to keep this newsletter going.

Update on R7R finances


