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The Route 7 Report is a 
monthly newsletter and weekly 
Web site produced entirely by 
volunteers living in the Coolville 
and Tuppers Plains communities, 
in cooperation with the E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism at 
Ohio University.

The monthly newsletter 
will be mailed to all homes 
and businesses in the two 
communities about the third 
week of each month. Copies 
will be available at the Coolville 
Public Library. The Web site, 
www.route7report.com, will be 

updated about once a week.
Funding for the project is 

provided by the community and 
a start-up grant from the John S. 
and James L. Knight Foundation 
and J-Lab: The Institute for 
Interactive Journalism at the 
University of Maryland.

Coolvi l le and Tuppers Plains have a newsletter

By ALLAN ELBERFELD
Staff writer

Bird watchers of all ages and 
skill levels are needed to count 
birds during the period of Feb. 
16-19 to create a midwinter 
snapshot of the numbers, kinds 
and distribution of birds across 
the continent.

Participants count birds for as 
little as 15 minutes to as long as 
they wish and tally the highest 
number of each species they 
view at any one time during the 
Great Backyard Bird Count. 
They then enter their tally on the 
Great Backyard Bird Count Web 
site at www.birdsource.org/gbbc.  

How to participate: 
1.  Watch birds for at least 15 

minutes at your chosen location. 
This may be a birdfeeder, in a 
schoolyard or a favorite spot in 
the woods. 

2.  For each kind of bird you 
see, tally the highest number of 
individuals you observe at any 
one time. 

If you would like to see or 
print out a bird checklist for 
Ohio to help organize your 
tallies, visit the Web site. 

3.  At the end of each day, 
or anytime before March 1, 
go to www.
birsdsource.org/
gbbc and click 
on ÒSubmit Your 
Bird Checklist.Ó 
Enter your 
location, habitat, 
count duration, 
and high counts 
for each species 
sighted each day 
and location. 

You may 
submit one bird 
checklist for 
each day you 
count or for 
each new area in 
which you count. 

If you do not have Internet 
access, public computers are 
available at both the Coolville 
Public Library and the Eastern 
Public Library. Bird guides are 
also available at each library. 

Last year bird watchers tallied 
623 bird species and 7.5 million 
individual birds.  Participants 
sent in more than 60,000 
checklists. Among other things, 
data indicated continued drops of 

American Crows and provided 
regional rarities such as a Black-

throated Blue 
Warbler in 
Connecticut. 
Observers 
in the Route 
7 Report 
birding area, 
Carthage 
and Troy 
townships 
in Athens 
County 
and Orange 
and Olive 
townships 
in Meigs 
County, could 
theoretically 
record as 

many as 101 species, although 
74 would be considered 
remarkable.  Reporting 50 
species would be very good.  A 
backyard feeder watcher could 
record 34 or so species. 

If you need help or have 
questions, call Allan Elberfeld 
at 740-667-6465 who will 
be participating and is an 
ambassador for the event.

Have fun and good birding!

Help Wanted: Great Backyard Bird Count 2007

Coolville Public Library 
81 Main St. 

740-667-3354 
Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-6 p.m.        

Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Eastern Public Library 
 38990 State Route 7

740-985-3747 
Hours when school is in 

session: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Hours when school is not in 
session: Monday-Saturday  

10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Communi ty
Calendar

Smorgasbord, noon to 1:30 
p.m., first Sunday of each month, 
Lottridge Community Center, 
2754 Lottridge Road (County 
Road 53). Cost is $7 per person.

Country music, 7 p.m., sec-
ond and fourth Fridays of each 
month, Lottridge Community 
Center, 2754 Lottridge Road 
(County Road 53), no charge but 
donations accepted.

Candy making for teens and 
young adults, 4-5:30 p.m. Feb. 
13, Coolville Public Library. 
Call to register by Feb. 10:  
740-667-3354.

Recollections (a gathering of 
seniors), 1 p.m. third Tuesday 
of the month, Coolville Public 
Library.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-
sibly), Coolville Chapter 2013, 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday, Torch 
Baptist Church community hall, 
4047 Ellis Road, Torch. 

Submit items for the community cal-
endar. Include the name of the event, 
the date and time, its location, and 
the name and contact information for 
the person in charge.

By mail: Route 7 Report, P.O. Box 
354, Tuppers Plains, OH 45783

By Internet: Go to our Web site, 
www.route7report.com. Register (it!s 
free). Log in, click on “Submit Calen-
dar Item,” and fill in the form. Click on 
the blue disk icon to submit.  
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By DEBBIE TURRILL
for the Route 7 Report

After numerous requests 
from residents and business 
owners in Coolville, council 
members voted unanimously to 
reactivate the Coolville Police 
Department. Mayor Paul Harris 
took control of the project and 
obtained the needed resources to 
get the police department up and 
running. Mayor Harris reviewed 
many rŽsumŽs and interviewed 
several interested, qualified 
law enforcement officers for 
the position of police chief and 
during the Sept. 12 council 
meeting, he appointed Shannon 
Sheridan Chief of Police.

Chief SheridanÕs staff consists 
of Sgt. Doug Crites and Officer 
Tom Ellis. Sheridan and Crites 

have several years of experience 
in local law enforcement and are 
both Athens County deputies. 
Officer Tom Ellis brings with 
him extensive experience 
in village law enforcement 
operations. In the future, 
Chief Sheridan hopes to have 
a minimum of six certified 
auxiliary police officers.

Mayor Harris obtained a 
1996 Chevy Caprice police 
cruiser from the Athens County 
Commissioners, at no charge. 

With donations from local 
business owners (including 
Mike Putman, owner of White 
Funeral Home; Coolspot owner 
Brian White; associates of the 
Coolville Health Care Center; 
Carousel Antiques owners Bill 
and Connie Moodispaugh; and 
Councilman Randy Rogers), 
auto repairs for the cruiser began 
and remodeling in the office 
began.  Chief Sheridan obtained 
a law enforcement computer 
system through a grant from 

OLLEISN, which includes  high-
speed Internet for three years. 

The police department 
officially opened on Nov. 10.

Residents are urged to make 
sure their residence has the 
house numbers, assigned by 911 
addressing, displayed on their 
houses or mailboxes to help 
police respond to emergencies. 
The 911 addresses should be 
used when calling for assistance, 
as the officers and other 
emergency personnel use the 911 
addresses when responding.

The police department is 
located in Village Hall and can 
be contacted by calling 667-
7349. In case of an emergency 
always dial 911.When the police 
department is not open, call the 
Athens County Sheriff at 740-
593-6633 for non-emergencies.

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Filling a vacancy on council, 
culvert repairs, and complaints 
about the new police department 
were topics at the Coolville 
council meeting Dec. 12.

Among the items discussed 
were:

• Mayor Paul Harris 
announced Lisa Queen and 
Charles Forrider had submitted 
résumés to fill the vacancy 
left when Councilman Clyde 
Randolph resigned. Council 
chose Queen, and the meeting 
continued after she was sworn 
in. 

• Council decided to place 
ads in the Parkersburg News 
and Athens Messenger asking 
for trash removal bids. Waste 
ManagementÕs contract expires 
March 31. 

• A decision to move ahead 
on the culvert repairs needed on 
Rock, Second and Main streets 
was made. JR Excavating will be 
doing the repairs. 

• Councilman Randy Rogers 
and Linda Todd, owner of 
Village Candles & Mercantile, 

were presented with Certificates 
for Outstanding Community 
Service for their work to beautify 
Main Street. 

• Councilwoman Teresa 
Mollohan mentioned complaints 
she received about patrol cars 
from the new village police 
department sitting in the median 

at the Coolspot intersection. 
Lights from the patrol car were 
causing visibility problems 
for passing motorists. Mayor 
Harris said that he also received 
complaints, but stated the 
State Highway Patrol from 
Athens would appreciate some 
assistance on that stretch of 

highway. This problem has been 
corrected. 

• Jack Ramsey of Triad 
Engineering Corporation, a 
construction firm from West 
Virginia specializing in utilities, 
introduced himself to council 
and requested council to 
consider his firm when deciding 
on a company to complete the 
sewer project. Two other firms 
are hoping to be considered for 
the project; ADR & Associates, 
LTD from Newark, Ohio, and 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc from 
Charleston, W.Va. 

The previous firm, M.E. 
Companies, has been dismissed, 
and council is contesting a 
$27,000 outstanding balance. 

John Rauch of the Rural 
Housing Assistance Program 
suggested council members visit 
M.E. to view records, both paper 
and computerized, in order to 
better determine the amount of 
work completed.  Council could 
then make their decision whether 
to pay the bill in full. 

The hope is that money will 
be saved from preliminary work 
already completed when the next 
firm takes over the project. 

The Route 7 Report wants to 
help people get to know their 
local officials and see how they 
handle issues that affect us all.  

Trustees and councils are 
elected, and their meetings are 
public. Below we are listing the 
five local governments  in our 
coverage area:

 • Coolville has a village 
council that meets the second 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
village hall on Main Street, next 
to the Coolville Public Library.

• Carthage Township 
meets the first Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
township building off U.S. 
Route 50 between Coolville and 
Guysville.

• Olive Township calls 
meetings as needed, because of 
trusteesÕ work schedules. Watch 
Athens Messenger for  meeting 
notices (this newsletter also will 
try to announce meetings).

• The Orange Township 
trustees meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at the residence 
of Fiscal Officer Osie Follrod, 
41520 Keebaugh-Follrod Road.

• Troy Township meets the 
last Thursday of the month at 
the township building behind 
the Coolspot, off Athens 
County Road 56.

 — M.J. Roberts and Allan 
Elberfeld, staff writers

Coolvi l le reactivates vi l lage pol ice department

Slow down!
The speed limit on Main Street in Coolville is 
25 mph, as dictated by Ohio law. New signs are 
being posted on Main Street, and the speed limit 
change takes place immediately.

A ttend local  govt. meetings

Coolvi l le picks new counci l  member, discusses sewers
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By PATTY CONRAD
Associate editor

We are happy to list the 
area churches and their service 
times. Our intention is to list the 
community events, services and 
special announcements of all of 
our local churches (Coolville, 
Tuppers Plains, and nearby 
communities). If your church is 
planning an event in the future, 
we would appreciate you letting 
us know so we could list it on 
our community calendar.  

Please let us know if we  
missed any churches or made an 
error in the listing for the church 
that you attend so we can correct 
it. You may contact us at  R7R, 
P. O. Box 354, Tuppers Plains, 
OH 45783, or via the Web site 
www.route7report.com.

Churches listed alphabetically

Allegheny Wesleyan Church
886 State Route 7,
Coolville, Ohio 45723

Phone 740-667-6778
Pastor Glenn Easterling
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m.                
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6 p.m.

Amazing Grace Church
42019 Main Street
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone 740-667-9710
Pastor Wayne Dunlap
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

Grace Brethren Church
26180 Rock Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3710
Pastor George Horner
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Sunday evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Hickory Hills Church of Christ
49790 Hickory Hills Road,  
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio

Phone 740-667-6347
Minister Mike Moore
Sunday Bible Study 9 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

United Methodist Church
26460 Main Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3351
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday services at 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
28821 Pavilion Street
Hockingport, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3180
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday services at 10:30 a.m.

Vanderhoof Baptist Church
23305 Moyis Road,  
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-6888
Pastor Craig Holler
Sunday service 10 a.m.
Wednesday prayer 7 p.m.
Choir practice Wednesday 6 p.m.

Send us your church listings and coming events

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

If you take pride in your 
community and wish to preserve 
the annual Coolville FounderÕs 
Day festival to celebrate 
CoolvilleÕs history, please attend 
a brainstorming meeting Jan. 29 
in the Coolville Public Library. 

Coolville’s first Founder’s 
Day festival was held in 1990 as 
a way for townsfolk to celebrate 
CoolvilleÕs heritage and 
community. Music and laughter 
could be heard throughout the 
town. Coolville citizens filled the 

streets alongside visitors from 
surrounding areas.  

Staples of the annual event 
included a car show, all day 
music and entertainment and 
the Chicken Olympics. The 
Chicken Olympics was a popular 
event in which teams from local 
businesses competed in a variety 
of activities based around rubber 
chickens.

In recent years, however, 
the festival has been an event 
planned in a hurry without much 
success, and in 2006 Coolville 
Town Council voted not to hold 
it at all.

FounderÕs Day 2007 will be 
in the same situation unless 
community members step 
forward. A group of 10 to 20 
would be optimum to produce a 
quality festival.

During the festival in 2005, 
staff at the Coolville Public 
Library surveyed attendees to 
find out what they would like 
to see at FounderÕs Day in the 
future. Wonderful ideas such 
as pie-baking contests, games 
for children, and more variety 
in vendors and entertainers 
were mentioned, along with the 
desire to know more about the 

historical buildings in town.  
A brainstorming session will 

be held at the Coolville Public 
Library on Monday, Jan. 29, 
at 7 p.m. for the 2007 event. 
Concerned citizens are needed 
to volunteer for fundraising, 
planning special events, 
advertising, setting up before 
and cleaning up after, along with 
many other details to attend to in 
such an undertaking.

Those unable to attend the 
meeting who wish to participate 
are encouraged to contact 
Roxanna Rupe at 667-3354 or 
roxanna@route7report.com.

Coolville Founder’s Day Festival facing extinction

By MICHAEL FENNELL
Staff writer

Many good things are 
happening at Federal Hocking 
High School in spite of its 
financial difficulties.

• December was the eighth 
season students participated in 
the Angel Tree Project.  Each 
ÒadvisoryÓ (homeroom) elects a 
student to choose a childÕs name 
from the Angel Tree at Athens 
University Mall. These children 
are taken care of by Athens 
County ChildrenÕs Services. 
Each advisory organizes 
fundraisers such as bake sales or 
scented candle sales to purchase 
gifts for the children. During the 
past eight years, students have 
provided Christmas gifts for over 
300 children. Go students! 

• January brought a relatively 
new tradition of a two-week 
intersession.  Intersession began 
in 2004 and allows students to 
take high-interest classes such 
as woodworking, medieval arts 
and indoor drum line in place 
of normal studies. Sophomores 
are required to take OGT (Ohio 
Graduation Test) study classes 
during intersession to prepare for 
the OGT test coming in March. 

Good things  

are happening 

at Fed-Hock HS

The Route 7 Report would like to write a story about people from  
New Orleans who moved to our community  
after the Hurricane Katrina disaster of 2005.

If you or somebody you know in the Coolville-Tuppers Plains area 
moved here from New Orleans, please e-mail roxanna@route7report.com 

or call Roxanna at 667-3354.
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By DEBBIE TURRILL
for the Route 7 Report

After numerous requests 
from residents and business 
owners in Coolville, council 
members voted unanimously to 
reactivate the Coolville Police 
Department. Mayor Paul Harris 
took control of the project and 
obtained the needed resources to 
get the police department up and 
running. Mayor Harris reviewed 
many rŽsumŽs and interviewed 
several interested, qualified 
law enforcement officers for 
the position of police chief and 
during the Sept. 12 council 
meeting, he appointed Shannon 
Sheridan Chief of Police.

Chief SheridanÕs staff consists 
of Sgt. Doug Crites and Officer 
Tom Ellis. Sheridan and Crites 

have several years of experience 
in local law enforcement and are 
both Athens County deputies. 
Officer Tom Ellis brings with 
him extensive experience 
in village law enforcement 
operations. In the future, 
Chief Sheridan hopes to have 
a minimum of six certified 
auxiliary police officers.

Mayor Harris obtained a 
1996 Chevy Caprice police 
cruiser from the Athens County 
Commissioners, at no charge. 

With donations from local 
business owners (including 
Mike Putman, owner of White 
Funeral Home; Coolspot owner 
Brian White; associates of the 
Coolville Health Care Center; 
Carousel Antiques owners Bill 
and Connie Moodispaugh; and 
Councilman Randy Rogers), 
auto repairs for the cruiser began 
and remodeling in the office 
began.  Chief Sheridan obtained 
a law enforcement computer 
system through a grant from 

OLLEISN, which includes  high-
speed Internet for three years. 

The police department 
officially opened on Nov. 10.

Residents are urged to make 
sure their residence has the 
house numbers, assigned by 911 
addressing, displayed on their 
houses or mailboxes to help 
police respond to emergencies. 
The 911 addresses should be 
used when calling for assistance, 
as the officers and other 
emergency personnel use the 911 
addresses when responding.

The police department is 
located in Village Hall and can 
be contacted by calling 667-
7349. In case of an emergency 
always dial 911.When the police 
department is not open, call the 
Athens County Sheriff at 740-
593-6633 for non-emergencies.

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Filling a vacancy on council, 
culvert repairs, and complaints 
about the new police department 
were topics at the Coolville 
council meeting Dec. 12.

Among the items discussed 
were:

• Mayor Paul Harris 
announced Lisa Queen and 
Charles Forrider had submitted 
résumés to fill the vacancy 
left when Councilman Clyde 
Randolph resigned. Council 
chose Queen, and the meeting 
continued after she was sworn 
in. 

• Council decided to place 
ads in the Parkersburg News 
and Athens Messenger asking 
for trash removal bids. Waste 
ManagementÕs contract expires 
March 31. 

• A decision to move ahead 
on the culvert repairs needed on 
Rock, Second and Main streets 
was made. JR Excavating will be 
doing the repairs. 

• Councilman Randy Rogers 
and Linda Todd, owner of 
Village Candles & Mercantile, 

were presented with Certificates 
for Outstanding Community 
Service for their work to beautify 
Main Street. 

• Councilwoman Teresa 
Mollohan mentioned complaints 
she received about patrol cars 
from the new village police 
department sitting in the median 

at the Coolspot intersection. 
Lights from the patrol car were 
causing visibility problems 
for passing motorists. Mayor 
Harris said that he also received 
complaints, but stated the 
State Highway Patrol from 
Athens would appreciate some 
assistance on that stretch of 

highway. This problem has been 
corrected. 

• Jack Ramsey of Triad 
Engineering Corporation, a 
construction firm from West 
Virginia specializing in utilities, 
introduced himself to council 
and requested council to 
consider his firm when deciding 
on a company to complete the 
sewer project. Two other firms 
are hoping to be considered for 
the project; ADR & Associates, 
LTD from Newark, Ohio, and 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc from 
Charleston, W.Va. 

The previous firm, M.E. 
Companies, has been dismissed, 
and council is contesting a 
$27,000 outstanding balance. 

John Rauch of the Rural 
Housing Assistance Program 
suggested council members visit 
M.E. to view records, both paper 
and computerized, in order to 
better determine the amount of 
work completed.  Council could 
then make their decision whether 
to pay the bill in full. 

The hope is that money will 
be saved from preliminary work 
already completed when the next 
firm takes over the project. 

The Route 7 Report wants to 
help people get to know their 
local officials and see how they 
handle issues that affect us all.  

Trustees and councils are 
elected, and their meetings are 
public. Below we are listing the 
five local governments  in our 
coverage area:

 • Coolville has a village 
council that meets the second 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
village hall on Main Street, next 
to the Coolville Public Library.

• Carthage Township 
meets the first Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
township building off U.S. 
Route 50 between Coolville and 
Guysville.

• Olive Township calls 
meetings as needed, because of 
trusteesÕ work schedules. Watch 
Athens Messenger for  meeting 
notices (this newsletter also will 
try to announce meetings).

• The Orange Township 
trustees meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at the residence 
of Fiscal Officer Osie Follrod, 
41520 Keebaugh-Follrod Road.

• Troy Township meets the 
last Thursday of the month at 
the township building behind 
the Coolspot, off Athens 
County Road 56.

 — M.J. Roberts and Allan 
Elberfeld, staff writers

Coolville reactivates village police department

Slow down!

The speed limit on Main Street in Coolville is 
25 mph, as dictated by Ohio law. New signs are 
being posted on Main Street, and the speed limit 
change takes place immediately.

Attend local govt. meetings

Coolville picks new council member, discusses sewers
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By PATTY CONRAD
Associate editor

We are happy to list the 
area churches and their service 
times. Our intention is to list the 
community events, services and 
special announcements of all of 
our local churches (Coolville, 
Tuppers Plains, and nearby 
communities). If your church is 
planning an event in the future, 
we would appreciate you letting 
us know so we could list it on 
our community calendar.  

Please let us know if we  
missed any churches or made an 
error in the listing for the church 
that you attend so we can correct 
it. You may contact us at  R7R, 
P. O. Box 354, Tuppers Plains, 
OH 45783, or via the Web site 
www.route7report.com.

Churches listed alphabetically

Allegheny Wesleyan Church
886 State Route 7,
Coolville, Ohio 45723

Phone 740-667-6778
Pastor Glenn Easterling
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m.                
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Sunday evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6 p.m.

Amazing Grace Church
42019 Main Street
Tuppers Plains, Ohio
Phone 740-667-9710
Pastor Wayne Dunlap
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
Wednesday service 7 p.m.

Grace Brethren Church
26180 Rock Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3710
Pastor George Horner
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday service 11 a.m.
Sunday evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Hickory Hills Church of Christ
49790 Hickory Hills Road,  
State Route 7
Tuppers Plains, Ohio

Phone 740-667-6347
Minister Mike Moore
Sunday Bible Study 9 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday evening 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

United Methodist Church
26460 Main Street
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3351
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday services at 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
28821 Pavilion Street
Hockingport, Ohio
Phone 740-667-3180
Rev. Phillip Bell
Sunday services at 10:30 a.m.

Vanderhoof Baptist Church
23305 Moyis Road,  
Coolville, Ohio
Phone 740-667-6888
Pastor Craig Holler
Sunday service 10 a.m.
Wednesday prayer 7 p.m.
Choir practice Wednesday 6 p.m.

Send us your church l istings and coming events

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

If you take pride in your 
community and wish to preserve 
the annual Coolville FounderÕs 
Day festival to celebrate 
CoolvilleÕs history, please attend 
a brainstorming meeting Jan. 29 
in the Coolville Public Library. 

Coolville’s first Founder’s 
Day festival was held in 1990 as 
a way for townsfolk to celebrate 
CoolvilleÕs heritage and 
community. Music and laughter 
could be heard throughout the 
town. Coolville citizens filled the 

streets alongside visitors from 
surrounding areas.  

Staples of the annual event 
included a car show, all day 
music and entertainment and 
the Chicken Olympics. The 
Chicken Olympics was a popular 
event in which teams from local 
businesses competed in a variety 
of activities based around rubber 
chickens.

In recent years, however, 
the festival has been an event 
planned in a hurry without much 
success, and in 2006 Coolville 
Town Council voted not to hold 
it at all.

FounderÕs Day 2007 will be 
in the same situation unless 
community members step 
forward. A group of 10 to 20 
would be optimum to produce a 
quality festival.

During the festival in 2005, 
staff at the Coolville Public 
Library surveyed attendees to 
find out what they would like 
to see at FounderÕs Day in the 
future. Wonderful ideas such 
as pie-baking contests, games 
for children, and more variety 
in vendors and entertainers 
were mentioned, along with the 
desire to know more about the 

historical buildings in town.  
A brainstorming session will 

be held at the Coolville Public 
Library on Monday, Jan. 29, 
at 7 p.m. for the 2007 event. 
Concerned citizens are needed 
to volunteer for fundraising, 
planning special events, 
advertising, setting up before 
and cleaning up after, along with 
many other details to attend to in 
such an undertaking.

Those unable to attend the 
meeting who wish to participate 
are encouraged to contact 
Roxanna Rupe at 667-3354 or 
roxanna@route7report.com.

Coolvi l le FounderÕs Day Festival  facing extinction

By MICHAEL FENNELL
Staff writer

Many good things are 
happening at Federal Hocking 
High School in spite of its 
financial difficulties.

• December was the eighth 
season students participated in 
the Angel Tree Project.  Each 
ÒadvisoryÓ (homeroom) elects a 
student to choose a childÕs name 
from the Angel Tree at Athens 
University Mall. These children 
are taken care of by Athens 
County ChildrenÕs Services. 
Each advisory organizes 
fundraisers such as bake sales or 
scented candle sales to purchase 
gifts for the children. During the 
past eight years, students have 
provided Christmas gifts for over 
300 children. Go students! 

• January brought a relatively 
new tradition of a two-week 
intersession.  Intersession began 
in 2004 and allows students to 
take high-interest classes such 
as woodworking, medieval arts 
and indoor drum line in place 
of normal studies. Sophomores 
are required to take OGT (Ohio 
Graduation Test) study classes 
during intersession to prepare for 
the OGT test coming in March. 

Good things  
are happening 
at Fed-Hock HS

The Route 7 Report would like to write a story about people from  
New Orleans who moved to our community  
after the Hurricane Katrina disaster of 2005.

If you or somebody you know in the Coolville-Tuppers Plains area 
moved here from New Orleans, please e-mail roxanna@route7report.com 

or call Roxanna at 667-3354.
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By DEBBIE TURRILL
for the Route 7 Report

After numerous requests 
from residents and business 
owners in Coolville, council 
members voted unanimously to 
reactivate the Coolville Police 
Department. Mayor Paul Harris 
took control of the project and 
obtained the needed resources to 
get the police department up and 
running. Mayor Harris reviewed 
many rŽsumŽs and interviewed 
several interested, qualified 
law enforcement officers for 
the position of police chief and 
during the Sept. 12 council 
meeting, he appointed Shannon 
Sheridan Chief of Police.

Chief SheridanÕs staff consists 
of Sgt. Doug Crites and Officer 
Tom Ellis. Sheridan and Crites 

have several years of experience 
in local law enforcement and are 
both Athens County deputies. 
Officer Tom Ellis brings with 
him extensive experience 
in village law enforcement 
operations. In the future, 
Chief Sheridan hopes to have 
a minimum of six certified 
auxiliary police officers.

Mayor Harris obtained a 
1996 Chevy Caprice police 
cruiser from the Athens County 
Commissioners, at no charge. 

With donations from local 
business owners (including 
Mike Putman, owner of White 
Funeral Home; Coolspot owner 
Brian White; associates of the 
Coolville Health Care Center; 
Carousel Antiques owners Bill 
and Connie Moodispaugh; and 
Councilman Randy Rogers), 
auto repairs for the cruiser began 
and remodeling in the office 
began.  Chief Sheridan obtained 
a law enforcement computer 
system through a grant from 

OLLEISN, which includes  high-
speed Internet for three years. 

The police department 
officially opened on Nov. 10.

Residents are urged to make 
sure their residence has the 
house numbers, assigned by 911 
addressing, displayed on their 
houses or mailboxes to help 
police respond to emergencies. 
The 911 addresses should be 
used when calling for assistance, 
as the officers and other 
emergency personnel use the 911 
addresses when responding.

The police department is 
located in Village Hall and can 
be contacted by calling 667-
7349. In case of an emergency 
always dial 911.When the police 
department is not open, call the 
Athens County Sheriff at 740-
593-6633 for non-emergencies.

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Filling a vacancy on council, 
culvert repairs, and complaints 
about the new police department 
were topics at the Coolville 
council meeting Dec. 12.

Among the items discussed 
were:

• Mayor Paul Harris 
announced Lisa Queen and 
Charles Forrider had submitted 
résumés to fill the vacancy 
left when Councilman Clyde 
Randolph resigned. Council 
chose Queen, and the meeting 
continued after she was sworn 
in. 

• Council decided to place 
ads in the Parkersburg News 
and Athens Messenger asking 
for trash removal bids. Waste 
ManagementÕs contract expires 
March 31. 

• A decision to move ahead 
on the culvert repairs needed on 
Rock, Second and Main streets 
was made. JR Excavating will be 
doing the repairs. 

• Councilman Randy Rogers 
and Linda Todd, owner of 
Village Candles & Mercantile, 

were presented with Certificates 
for Outstanding Community 
Service for their work to beautify 
Main Street. 

• Councilwoman Teresa 
Mollohan mentioned complaints 
she received about patrol cars 
from the new village police 
department sitting in the median 

at the Coolspot intersection. 
Lights from the patrol car were 
causing visibility problems 
for passing motorists. Mayor 
Harris said that he also received 
complaints, but stated the 
State Highway Patrol from 
Athens would appreciate some 
assistance on that stretch of 

highway. This problem has been 
corrected. 

• Jack Ramsey of Triad 
Engineering Corporation, a 
construction firm from West 
Virginia specializing in utilities, 
introduced himself to council 
and requested council to 
consider his firm when deciding 
on a company to complete the 
sewer project. Two other firms 
are hoping to be considered for 
the project; ADR & Associates, 
LTD from Newark, Ohio, and 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc from 
Charleston, W.Va. 

The previous firm, M.E. 
Companies, has been dismissed, 
and council is contesting a 
$27,000 outstanding balance. 

John Rauch of the Rural 
Housing Assistance Program 
suggested council members visit 
M.E. to view records, both paper 
and computerized, in order to 
better determine the amount of 
work completed.  Council could 
then make their decision whether 
to pay the bill in full. 

The hope is that money will 
be saved from preliminary work 
already completed when the next 
firm takes over the project. 

The Route 7 Report wants to 
help people get to know their 
local officials and see how they 
handle issues that affect us all.  

Trustees and councils are 
elected, and their meetings are 
public. Below we are listing the 
five local governments  in our 
coverage area:

 • Coolville has a village 
council that meets the second 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
village hall on Main Street, next 
to the Coolville Public Library.

• Carthage Township 
meets the first Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
township building off U.S. 
Route 50 between Coolville and 
Guysville.

• Olive Township calls 
meetings as needed, because of 
trusteesÕ work schedules. Watch 
Athens Messenger for  meeting 
notices (this newsletter also will 
try to announce meetings).

• The Orange Township 
trustees meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at the residence 
of Fiscal Officer Osie Follrod, 
41520 Keebaugh-Follrod Road.

• Troy Township meets the 
last Thursday of the month at 
the township building behind 
the Coolspot, off Athens 
County Road 56.

 — M.J. Roberts and Allan 
Elberfeld, staff writers

Coolvi l le reactivates vi l lage pol ice department

Slow down!
The speed limit on Main Street in Coolville is 
25 mph, as dictated by Ohio law. New signs are 
being posted on Main Street, and the speed limit 
change takes place immediately.

A ttend local  govt. meetings

Coolvi l le picks new counci l  member, discusses sewers
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The Route 7 Report is a 
monthly newsletter and weekly 
Web site produced entirely by 
volunteers living in the Coolville 
and Tuppers Plains communities, 
in cooperation with the E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism at 
Ohio University.

The monthly newsletter 
will be mailed to all homes 
and businesses in the two 
communities about the third 
week of each month. Copies 
will be available at the Coolville 
Public Library. The Web site, 
www.route7report.com, will be 

updated about once a week.
Funding for the project is 

provided by the community and 
a start-up grant from the John S. 
and James L. Knight Foundation 
and J-Lab: The Institute for 
Interactive Journalism at the 
University of Maryland.

Coolville and Tuppers Plains have a newsletter

By ALLAN ELBERFELD
Staff writer

Bird watchers of all ages and 
skill levels are needed to count 
birds during the period of Feb. 
16-19 to create a midwinter 
snapshot of the numbers, kinds 
and distribution of birds across 
the continent.

Participants count birds for as 
little as 15 minutes to as long as 
they wish and tally the highest 
number of each species they 
view at any one time during the 
Great Backyard Bird Count. 
They then enter their tally on the 
Great Backyard Bird Count Web 
site at www.birdsource.org/gbbc.  

How to participate: 
1.  Watch birds for at least 15 

minutes at your chosen location. 
This may be a birdfeeder, in a 
schoolyard or a favorite spot in 
the woods. 

2.  For each kind of bird you 
see, tally the highest number of 
individuals you observe at any 
one time. 

If you would like to see or 
print out a bird checklist for 
Ohio to help organize your 
tallies, visit the Web site. 

3.  At the end of each day, 
or anytime before March 1, 
go to www.
birsdsource.org/
gbbc and click 
on ÒSubmit Your 
Bird Checklist.Ó 
Enter your 
location, habitat, 
count duration, 
and high counts 
for each species 
sighted each day 
and location. 

You may 
submit one bird 
checklist for 
each day you 
count or for 
each new area in 
which you count. 

If you do not have Internet 
access, public computers are 
available at both the Coolville 
Public Library and the Eastern 
Public Library. Bird guides are 
also available at each library. 

Last year bird watchers tallied 
623 bird species and 7.5 million 
individual birds.  Participants 
sent in more than 60,000 
checklists. Among other things, 
data indicated continued drops of 

American Crows and provided 
regional rarities such as a Black-

throated Blue 
Warbler in 
Connecticut. 
Observers 
in the Route 
7 Report 
birding area, 
Carthage 
and Troy 
townships 
in Athens 
County 
and Orange 
and Olive 
townships 
in Meigs 
County, could 
theoretically 
record as 

many as 101 species, although 
74 would be considered 
remarkable.  Reporting 50 
species would be very good.  A 
backyard feeder watcher could 
record 34 or so species. 

If you need help or have 
questions, call Allan Elberfeld 
at 740-667-6465 who will 
be participating and is an 
ambassador for the event.

Have fun and good birding!

Help Wanted: Great Backyard Bird Count 2007

Coolville Public Library 
81 Main St. 

740-667-3354 
Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-6 p.m.        

Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Eastern Public Library 
 38990 State Route 7

740-985-3747 
Hours when school is in 

session: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Hours when school is not in 
session: Monday-Saturday  

10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Community

Calendar

Smorgasbord, noon to 1:30 
p.m., first Sunday of each month, 
Lottridge Community Center, 
2754 Lottridge Road (County 
Road 53). Cost is $7 per person.

Country music, 7 p.m., sec-
ond and fourth Fridays of each 
month, Lottridge Community 
Center, 2754 Lottridge Road 
(County Road 53), no charge but 
donations accepted.

Candy making for teens and 
young adults, 4-5:30 p.m. Feb. 
13, Coolville Public Library. 
Call to register by Feb. 10:  
740-667-3354.

Recollections (a gathering of 
seniors), 1 p.m. third Tuesday 
of the month, Coolville Public 
Library.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-
sibly), Coolville Chapter 2013, 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday, Torch 
Baptist Church community hall, 
4047 Ellis Road, Torch. 

Submit items for the community cal-
endar. Include the name of the event, 
the date and time, its location, and 
the name and contact information for 
the person in charge.

By mail: Route 7 Report, P.O. Box 
354, Tuppers Plains, OH 45783

By Internet: Go to our Web site, 
www.route7report.com. Register (it!s 
free). Log in, click on ÒSubmit Calen-
dar Item,” and fill in the form. Click on 
the blue disk icon to submit.  
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After numerous requests 
from residents and business 
owners in Coolville, council 
members voted unanimously to 
reactivate the Coolville Police 
Department. Mayor Paul Harris 
took control of the project and 
obtained the needed resources to 
get the police department up and 
running. Mayor Harris reviewed 
many rŽsumŽs and interviewed 
several interested, qualified 
law enforcement officers for 
the position of police chief and 
during the Sept. 12 council 
meeting, he appointed Shannon 
Sheridan Chief of Police.

Chief SheridanÕs staff consists 
of Sgt. Doug Crites and Officer 
Tom Ellis. Sheridan and Crites 

have several years of experience 
in local law enforcement and are 
both Athens County deputies. 
Officer Tom Ellis brings with 
him extensive experience 
in village law enforcement 
operations. In the future, 
Chief Sheridan hopes to have 
a minimum of six certified 
auxiliary police officers.

Mayor Harris obtained a 
1996 Chevy Caprice police 
cruiser from the Athens County 
Commissioners, at no charge. 

With donations from local 
business owners (including 
Mike Putman, owner of White 
Funeral Home; Coolspot owner 
Brian White; associates of the 
Coolville Health Care Center; 
Carousel Antiques owners Bill 
and Connie Moodispaugh; and 
Councilman Randy Rogers), 
auto repairs for the cruiser began 
and remodeling in the office 
began.  Chief Sheridan obtained 
a law enforcement computer 
system through a grant from 

OLLEISN, which includes  high-
speed Internet for three years. 

The police department 
officially opened on Nov. 10.

Residents are urged to make 
sure their residence has the 
house numbers, assigned by 911 
addressing, displayed on their 
houses or mailboxes to help 
police respond to emergencies. 
The 911 addresses should be 
used when calling for assistance, 
as the officers and other 
emergency personnel use the 911 
addresses when responding.

The police department is 
located in Village Hall and can 
be contacted by calling 667-
7349. In case of an emergency 
always dial 911.When the police 
department is not open, call the 
Athens County Sheriff at 740-
593-6633 for non-emergencies.

By ROXANNA RUPE
Editor

Filling a vacancy on council, 
culvert repairs, and complaints 
about the new police department 
were topics at the Coolville 
council meeting Dec. 12.

Among the items discussed 
were:

• Mayor Paul Harris 
announced Lisa Queen and 
Charles Forrider had submitted 
résumés to fill the vacancy 
left when Councilman Clyde 
Randolph resigned. Council 
chose Queen, and the meeting 
continued after she was sworn 
in. 

• Council decided to place 
ads in the Parkersburg News 
and Athens Messenger asking 
for trash removal bids. Waste 
ManagementÕs contract expires 
March 31. 

• A decision to move ahead 
on the culvert repairs needed on 
Rock, Second and Main streets 
was made. JR Excavating will be 
doing the repairs. 

• Councilman Randy Rogers 
and Linda Todd, owner of 
Village Candles & Mercantile, 

were presented with Certificates 
for Outstanding Community 
Service for their work to beautify 
Main Street. 

• Councilwoman Teresa 
Mollohan mentioned complaints 
she received about patrol cars 
from the new village police 
department sitting in the median 

at the Coolspot intersection. 
Lights from the patrol car were 
causing visibility problems 
for passing motorists. Mayor 
Harris said that he also received 
complaints, but stated the 
State Highway Patrol from 
Athens would appreciate some 
assistance on that stretch of 

highway. This problem has been 
corrected. 

• Jack Ramsey of Triad 
Engineering Corporation, a 
construction firm from West 
Virginia specializing in utilities, 
introduced himself to council 
and requested council to 
consider his firm when deciding 
on a company to complete the 
sewer project. Two other firms 
are hoping to be considered for 
the project; ADR & Associates, 
LTD from Newark, Ohio, and 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc from 
Charleston, W.Va. 

The previous firm, M.E. 
Companies, has been dismissed, 
and council is contesting a 
$27,000 outstanding balance. 

John Rauch of the Rural 
Housing Assistance Program 
suggested council members visit 
M.E. to view records, both paper 
and computerized, in order to 
better determine the amount of 
work completed.  Council could 
then make their decision whether 
to pay the bill in full. 

The hope is that money will 
be saved from preliminary work 
already completed when the next 
firm takes over the project. 

The Route 7 Report wants to 
help people get to know their 
local officials and see how they 
handle issues that affect us all.  

Trustees and councils are 
elected, and their meetings are 
public. Below we are listing the 
five local governments  in our 
coverage area:

 • Coolville has a village 
council that meets the second 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
village hall on Main Street, next 
to the Coolville Public Library.

• Carthage Township 
meets the first Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
township building off U.S. 
Route 50 between Coolville and 
Guysville.

• Olive Township calls 
meetings as needed, because of 
trusteesÕ work schedules. Watch 
Athens Messenger for  meeting 
notices (this newsletter also will 
try to announce meetings).

• The Orange Township 
trustees meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at the residence 
of Fiscal Officer Osie Follrod, 
41520 Keebaugh-Follrod Road.

• Troy Township meets the 
last Thursday of the month at 
the township building behind 
the Coolspot, off Athens 
County Road 56.

 — M.J. Roberts and Allan 
Elberfeld, staff writers

Coolville reactivates village police department

Slow down!

The speed limit on Main Street in Coolville is 
25 mph, as dictated by Ohio law. New signs are 
being posted on Main Street, and the speed limit 
change takes place immediately.
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Coolville picks new council member, discusses sewers


